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Introduction

The stories of any area are based upon a number of themes 
that help define it and the people and activities that have made 
it what it is today. 

However, for every story, there are probably another twenty or 
more waiting to be told and each community will have its own 
tales that will define its unique sense of place. 

This is brief overview PowerPoint with PDF document, we think 
through with you how to work with the themes in the stories and 
adapt and enrich them with local knowledge to help both visitors and 
locals alike, to gain a better understanding and more ways to connect 
with an area of significance to them helping you connect with and 
interpret your sense of place.



‘Top down’ 
approaches 
to heritage:

Professionalised

Politicised

Authorised Heritage Discourse and metanarratives

Written for, not written by

Capitalist and colonialist in tone

Outsider vs insider  



‘Bottom up’ 
approaches 
to heritage

Inclusive and participatory

De-colonised

Written by, not written for

Sustainable

Socially engaged 

Insider and outsider together

Partnership 



Defining a wider 
Garifuna sense of place: 
results of our survey 
conducted at GHF 2019  
in word clouds



Who could 
undertake 
this in each 
community?

This could be done by a tourism group, if one exists in the area 
or it could be done by groups such as local history societies, 
school groups or faith groups. Many stories will rest with older 
residents and taking time to listen whilst it is still possible can 
be very rewarding.

This approach offers potential for a great oral history project 
possibly between young people and older residents in a 
community. Local history archives can be an excellent resource 
that lends itself to interrogation in a different way. 

The key thing is to remember whom and for what purpose the 
outputs are for and therefore what format they will be 
presented in. It is important to ensure that whilst accurate, the 
stories remain interesting and not get too bogged down in the 
detailed historical facts that can be hard to comprehend.



Whilst it is always interesting to hear the stories of an area, it 
is even more interesting if locals and visitors can then go on 
to experience the places and people that the stories are 
about – so do remember to relate the stories to experiences 
that others can enjoy. 

These can be as diverse as a walk, an historic building, a burial 
site, a religious building or a place in the landscape. Modern 
technology can be a great aid in relating past to present and 
help people pinpoint locations of relevance.

How can we go about pinning down a Sense of Place?



How can we 
go about 
pinning 
down a 
Sense of 
Place?

The components of a sense of place can be a myriad of 
different things. It could be a first impression, a feeling you get 
on going to a new place, the atmosphere, the people, 
distinctive sights, smells and noises that resonate with locals 
and visitors. 

Being close to a place can mean that it is easy to forget that 
our ordinary can be somebody else’s adventure. Take a 
moment to visualise yourself visiting a place you have never 
been before. It could be a different part of this country or a 
completely new cultural experience. 

Imagine yourself being there and think about what you might 
anticipate experiencing. If you can get a sense of how that 
might translate into how your place impacts on others you are 
beginning to get onto the right track. Now onto Themes.



Themes

People – past and present

Modern culture 

Buildings – interiors and exteriors

Faith

Industry

Language

Food and drink

Creativity and the arts

Landscape and wildlife – urban and rural



People – past and present

Bob Marley Museum, Kingston, 
Jamaica



People – past 
and present

• Who are your local figures – what did they 
do and where did they do it?

• Are they individuals or a group – such as a 
different ethnic or religious group that 
settled and made an impact?

• Have national figures made an impact 
locally? 

• Are there film locations nearby that can be 
visited? What films were they used in? 
What about plays, books and TV 
programmes?

• How and where are local figures 
commemorated?

• Are there any products/places named 
after them or activities visitors can enjoy 
associated with their stories?



Modern Culture - what can be experienced today?

National Art Gallery of the 
Bahamas, Nassau



Modern Culture -
what can be 
experienced today?

• Who lives here and where are they 
from? 

• What languages can be heard?

• What are popular social activities?

• What makes up the local arts 
scene?

• Community celebrations and 
festivals

• Nightlife

• Where do locals go to hang out?

• Good places to eat with local food

• What are the main social 
challenges?



Buildings – interiors and exteriors

Two forms of Barbadian built heritage: Arlington House, Speightstown (l); Chattel House (r) 



Buildings –
interiors and 
exteriors

• The overall impression made by your built 
heritage

• Vernacular styles and materials

• Significant periods of development and the 
reasons for this

• Significant re-purposing of buildings and by 
whom, for what purpose 

• Buildings that have a special emotional 
resonance in your area

• Any individual that has had a significant 
input to any aspect



Faith

Mikve Israel Synagogue, 
Curacao



Faith

• Religious sites (include prayer times?)

• Religious communities – their stories and 
the reasons for their presence in your area

• Religious buildings and their dedications 

• Current faith groups within a community 
and their places of worship

• Remains of religious buildings that can be 
visited

• Stories of the interaction between 
immigration and the establishment of the 
religious practices of the immigrant group in 
an area 

• Any famous people buried in the churchyard

• Any stories of haunting or local myths and 
legends



Industry

Traditional boat building 
in Carriacou celebrated 

in film



Industry
• Built industrial heritage and its past 

and present uses

• Decline and re-use of industrial sites

• The community and world impact of 
loss of industry and products

• International connections generated 
through industrial practices



Language



Language

• What languages are commonly used on your 
island?

• The cultural origin of the people using the 
range of languages and the contribution these 
cultures make to the local community

• Language and cultural preferences of people 
of the first and subsequent generations

• Any hybrid language forms that are unique 
locally

• Language preference for communication 
between people with differing first languages

• Local dialects and vocabulary – history and 
origins

• Written language and how it is used in the 
community



Food and Drink

Greiggs Village, St Vincent, 
National Heroes Day 

Commemorations March 14 
2020



Food and Drink

• Celebration/festival food or street 
food

• Local food and particular preparation 
methods or names.

• Local drinks

• How food and drink shared across 
cultures

• Good places to eat or buy locally 
distinct foods



Defining a wider 
Garifuna sense of 
place: word cloud 
on food



Creativity and the arts



Creativity and 
the arts

• Local craft traditions – i.e. pottery or 
basketry making; painting

• Traditional musical instruments and their 
use

• Fusion of cultural traditions and their 
resultant outputs

• Traditional local craft origins

• Different forms of dance 

• Annual local celebrations with elements 
of art

• Culture/Faith-based activities 

• Any local visual art forms specific to the 
area 



Defining a wider 
Garifuna sense of 
place: word cloud of 
crafts that were 
important to them



Landscape and Wildlife

Emerald Pool waterfall and nature trail 
Dominica



Landscape and 
Wildlife

• How the landscape creates a visual 
identity for an area

• Human occupations associated with the 
land or water

• Understanding how agricultural practices 
dictate cultural practices i.e. harvest 
festivals

• Particular species that might be 
associated with an area or iconic to an 
area

• How visitors interact with the landscape 
and wildlife – what do they come to 
experience and what opportunities does 
that create?

• What is the story of the land use – past 
and present?



Defining a wider 
Garifuna sense of place: 
word cloud on places 
that were important to 
them



Defining a wider 
Garifuna sense of 
place: overall word 
cloud on what the 
Garifuna felt defined 
them 



Overview

• Heritage is important! It has enormous 
social, economic and cultural benefits

• Tangible and intangible cultural heritage 
and natural heritage is the backdrop of 
our everyday lives, and heritage is 
created in the present

• Community-based initiatives are 
inclusive and participatory, and can help 
shape local economies

• The sensing place toolkit can help you 
understand what your heritage means to 
a cross section of people and allows you 
to set your narrative



Questions?


